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The attacks to progressive countries did not started with President 
Trump, but has increased, assembling a government than reflects his 
aggressive, chauvinistic and xenophobic ambitions. In his latest move 
he has installed John Bolton as his national security adviser, described 
as “war hawk” 
 
In the last years, we have seen similar scenarios played out in 
Venezuela, Brazil, Cuba, Honduras, Bolivia and other countries in which 
the left has made progress. He turned back many of the modest 
changes which Obama had introduced.  
 
And now it’s Nicaragua’s turn under the boot. Again.  
 
On May 7 this year, at a meeting of the Organisation of American 
States (OAS) in Washington, his Vice-President Michael Pence, in a 30-
minute speech, launched an aggressive attack on Cuba, Nicaragua 
and Venezuela and called on the other states present at the meeting 
to exert pressure on this “dark cloud of tyranny.”  The speech clearly 
represents a ramping up of Trump’s reactionary policies.  Although, 
without success, he called on the OAS to suspend Venezuela from 
membership of that body and then went on to demand President 
Nicolas Maduro cancel presidential elections planned for May 20. The 
elections went ahead successfully.  He also called for the countries of 
the continent to support US sanctions against that nation. 
 
On Wednesday, 18th July, Bob Menendez, US Senator, along with 
Marco Rubio y Ted Cruz, extreme Right Conservatives,  presented a 
new law called 2018 for Human Rights and Anti-Corruption in 
Nicaragua, against Nicaragua, with aim to interfere in Nicaragua, to 
apply new sanctions to Nicaragua and demands new elections in a 
foreign country.  This is not new, this is a new version of NICA Act, 
another bill that was approved by US Congress last year. 
 
This same day, Todd Robinson, US Department State Advisor, said the 
Trump administration will continue applying sanctions and will continue 
working with International community to follow their steps and insisted 
in early elections. 
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Carlos Trujillo, the US Representative to issued a threat to those 
attending to the celebration of the Sandinista Revolution on July 19 
saying they would be watching those who attended. They have a big 
task, they were very busy because there were thousands of people in 
Managua. 
 
Recently, Republican Senator Marco Rubio said he will press to apply 
more Global Magnitsky Law to Nicaraguan officials responsible for 
alleged human rights violations ... "The murders and kidnappings 
continue in Nicaragua. Now the real consequences must come. I will 
press for the application of the Global Magnitsky law to those 
responsible and financial sanctions against any military leader who 
participates in these crimes,  "wrote Marco Rubio on his Twitter account  
 
The same day, one of the pro-coup opposition leaders, Félix 
Maradiaga, announced new sanctions after meeting with 
Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and with USAID officials to 
receive more foreign funding for civil society in Nicaragua ...  At the 
end of the meeting, the USAID administrator, Mark Green, announced 
the approval of an additional 1.5 million dollars to fund the NGOs in 
Nicaragua, to support democracy and human rights ... Green said that 
the financing would go to civil society organizations, human rights 
defenders, emerging leaders and independent media ... In total, the 
approved funding is 10 million dollars ... 
 
... UNITED STATES CONSIDERED MILITARY ACTION AGAINST NICARAGUA? 
... The United States dismisses "at this moment" the option of a military 
intervention in Nicaragua, said last Friday, Carlos Trujillo, US 
Ambassador to the Organization of American States (OAS) ... "The 
United States will do everything possible for Nicaragua to return to 
democracy," said Trujillo. "All the options are on the table," he added, 
Although asked if this includes a military option, he replied: "At this 
moment, no" ..."The government has to return to dialogue and take 
these negotiations seriously," Trujillo warned ... In the recent past, 
President Donald Trump has admitted that he considered a military 
intervention In Venezuela… 
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NETHERLANDS SUSPENDS FUNDS FOR HOSPITAL IN PUERTO CABEZAS ... 
The government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands reported past 
friday the suspension of cooperation to the government of Nicaragua 
for the construction and equipping of the regional hospital in Bilwi, 
Puerto Cabeza ... According to the Dutch government itself, the 
contribution from the Kingdom of the Netherlands, of 18.4 million euros, 
is suspended for two months due to complaints about the obstruction 
and the serious delay in access to medical care for the protesters since 
the beginning of the crisis in Nicaragua ... "Due to serious human rights 
violations committed by government officials and parapolice groups, 
cooperation with the government of Nicaragua regarding the 
construction of the Bilwi Hospital is suspended," said the government of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands, that is punishing the poorest and the 
most needed in the Caribbean side of the country. 
 
What is happening in Nicaragua is a "a coup d'état, a constitutional 
rupture, an attempt to change legitimate government, incited and 
supported politically and financed by Imperialism and its western 
allied.  
 
The government of Nicaragua was "legitimately elected, with the 
procedures established in the democracies of Latin America and the 
Caribbean.  When some talk about Democracy Now in Nicaragua, 
they forget that it was FSLN the first party in Government in Nicaragua 
to hand over the Presidential band as a result of elections in 1990, that 
for 16 years,   FSLN with Daniel Ortega, was the opposition of neoliberal 
government that increased illiteracy and poverty, that privatize  public 
services, and although the elections were not perfect, the Sandinistas 
continue participating, recognizing the elected government, and 
never, not once, asked the US or any country to intervene in the internal 
affairs of Nicaragua.  Sandinista oppose in the streets, pushed to 
change policies, but never tried to topple the elected government. 
 
For 28 years, Nicaragua has been developing democracy, it is not 
perfect, it cannot be, there is a lot to get better, but a soft coup to 
bring down an elected government is not the way to strengthening it.  
The issue is that the US and some internal actors, the grand capital, and 



 

 

4 

NGO’s financed by US administration are not interested neither in 
democracy, neither in autodetermination,  neither in the strengthening 
of the institutions, but in destroying them, it does not matter if that 
implies to create create complex and difficult situations, including 
media and psychological wars of extraordinary intensity, armed groups 
carrying out kidnappings of police, kidnapping of people, kidnapping 
of women, kidnapping of teachers, assassinations of teachers, workers, 
Sandinistas and others that do not agree with their views; converting 
universities campus, churches and schools torture centers 
 
The History Nicaragua is plagued with similar situations, coup after 
coup.  "Nicaragua already went through this in the 80s, when it was 
instructed and prepared with CIA booklets and manuals, showing how 
to kill Nicaraguans, now the contra-revolutionary forces are also using 
a new booklet, the Gene Sharp CIA manual instructing how to 
destabilize and bring down uncomfortable governments, that convert 
a non-violent movement to bring down government.  In LA they have 
used without success in Venezuela, at that time Nicaragua appealed 
to the ICJ for the terrorist policy of the Government of United States, 
and Nicaragua won the trial and USA was convicted. 
 
On July 19, hundreds of thousands of people from Managua gathered 
at Plaza la Fe, celebrating the 39th anniversary of the Revolution. The 
event took  place as the authorities continue to liberate communities 
blockaded by roadblocks operated by armed opposition activists 
whose not-so-soft coup attempt against the Sandinista government, 
begun on April 18, has failed. Ever since April 21, when President Daniel 
Ortega called for a process of National Dialogue to peacefully resolve 
opposition demands, Nicaragua's political opposition and their allies 
have worked to sabotage talks for a negotiated solution. They have 
regularly staged extremely violent provocations falsely seeking to 
portray the government as being wholly responsible for the crisis and 
demanding President Ortega's resignation. 
 
In Nicaragua, for 3 months now, there has been a situation of 
widespread protests, which originally were peacefully initiated by 
university students and other sectors, both against, and in support of 
reforms of the Social Security Law. Despite the repeal of the reforms by 
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the government, these episodes resulted, in a short time, in widespread 
violent acts, where political groups and organizations opposed to the 
government have participated.   
 
The situation escalated into violence that has resulted in the tragic 
deaths of hundreds of people and thousands have been injured, 
including members of the national police, students, government 
employees (who went to the defense of public institutions), business 
owners, journalists, citizens who did not participate in the protests, 
citizens who manifested in favour of the government as well as in 
opposition, and looters. There has been widespread arson and 
opportunistic looting. Market ransacked, and ongoing blockades of 
the roads leading into the city. There have also been attacks and the 
deliberate destruction of public buildings and private property, 
including schools, health centres and radio stations, historical buildings 
in Granada and Leon, civic centres, government offices and even, 
markets, supermarkets. 
 
Although the media has focused solely on accusations of excessive 
force by the police, the situation is much more complex, there is 
violence and intimidation being used by opposition groups, they have 
burned down the houses of Sandinistas sympathisers, museums and 
heroes memorials are being destroyed by the pacific students 
protesters as they call themselves,  
 
The media’s simplistic narrative is wrong. Protesters claim that 
government sympathizers are the one destroying public buildings, but 
even if this were true, would they then burn their own homes? 
 
If you look at the BBC or The Guardian coverage here, it faithfully 
follows the narrative Yet you look at the photo and observe (a) the 
road has been ripped up to make the barricades and (b) those 
manning them have lethal weapons. In what other  country would this 
be regarded as exercising a constitutional right to protest (which is 
what the protesters claim)? In what other country would the police not 
arrive in force to remove the barricades and arrest those holding the 
weapons? 
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This scenario has placed the stability and existence of the State of 
Nicaragua at serious risk. The security and stability of the region is also 
at great peril. But, above all, the life, peace and wellbeing of the 
Nicaraguan people, their institutions and achievements are in grave 
danger.  But to understand lets do a brief review, 
 
In 2006, Nicaraguans had had enough of neoliberal hardships and 
elected Daniel Ortega once again to the presidency. His first action as 
president was to end school fees, allowing 100,000 children into the 
schools whose poverty had kept them uneducated. This was rapidly 
followed by his administration building the free public health system 
into a robust institution that treated people rather than just wrote 
prescriptions that the patients were too poor to fill. The peasant 
agriculture sector was revitalized bringing hundreds of thousands up 
out of abject poverty, especially women and children. 

Impoverished Nicaragua became one of the first countries in the world 
to achieve the UN Millennial Challenge to cut poverty in half by 2015. 
Along the way, the Ortega government achieved sustained economic 
growth of 5% and achieved labor stability through the famous Tripartite 
Model in which unions and big business negotiated semi-annual 
increases in the minimum wage with the government intervening when 
the two other parties couldn’t agree. The World Bank, IMF, and 
European countries all praised Nicaragua for its lack of corruption and 
effective use of grants and loans. Finally, Nicaraguan women’s 
participation in public and private affairs raised Nicaragua to one of 
the top four countries in the world for gender equality. 

President Daniel Ortega was elected democratically by increasing 
margins two more times, the third in 2016, and at the time that violence 
broke out on April 18-19, he had the best ratio of positive to negative 
ratings of any president in Latin America and the Caribbean according 
to the polls. Oh, and I should mention that Nicaragua’s community 
based policing, and their women’s police stations, specializing in 
domestic violence, were studied by police departments throughout 
the world and were famous for their record of positive community 
relations. 
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So now we are supposed to believe that all that changed on April 18 
when the government declared changes needed to restore the social 
security system to solvency; changes that were far less painful for 
retirees than those supported by the IMF and the nation’s major 
businesses. 

We’re supposed to believe that the National Police, which in the 39 
years since the Triumph of the Sandinista Revolution have not repressed 
the Nicaraguan people, are suddenly no different than the murderous 
Honduran police. 

We’re supposed to believe that Daniel Ortega is a dictator when he’s 
been democratically elected with successively larger majorities in 
elections that no reputable international institution has claimed did not 
represent the actual will of the people. 

We’re supposed to believe that the Ortega family is personally as 
corrupt as the Somoza’s were when all the bilateral and multilateral 
lenders praise Nicaragua for its effective use of loans and grants and 
the obvious improvement in the standard of living of the very poor 

We are supposed to believe that IMF and World Bank lied when 
ensured in their documents that  Nicaragua is  The second fastest 
growing and most stable economy in the region, and had Positive 
macroeconomic policies implemented “ an example for Latin 
America”, according to Min Zhu, Deputy Managing Director of the IMF 
 
We are supposed to believe that UNDP  lie when confirmed that 
poverty has been cut by half and were in a secure path towards the 
eradication of extreme poverty and were the first to  achieve this  
SGD’s.  

 
WE are supposed to believe that  UNDP, World Economic Forum and 
Police Chief of Directors of Central America and Mexico, the 
Caribbean and Colombia, were lying when published Nicaragua had 
the  best indicators of human security in the region; t being the safest 
country in Central America and top 3 in of all Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and INTERPOL made a mistake when declared Nicaragua 
as a wall of contention against organized crime and drug trafficking.  
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We are supposed to believe that it was a total mistake made World 
Economic Forum  Global Gender Gap Index 2017 ranking Nicaragua 
as the Most gender equal country in the Americas and 6th in the world  

At the institutional level, To overcome issues related to the Electoral 
System and other Institutions, identified following a report from the 
Organization of America States (OAS) in 2017, the government is 
working on substantive reforms with the assistance of this organization. 
The proposal is in its final stages, a work chronogram is already in place 
and ready for implementation.  That probably now is also pure 
Sandinista propaganda. 

Is difficult to understand the actual situation of Nicaragua when until 
mid april, Nicaragua was considered the most peaceful country in 
Central America and was demonstrating to the world that a  country 
lead by a left wing government can, deliver economic stability and 
growth combined with highly successful social programmes that have 
benefited the vast majority of Nicaraguan citizens over the past 11 
years – at the international level, as a thriving democracy.  

Nicaragua was demonstrating that a left wing government can 
generate a course of social, economic and political advances, and 
that is very dangerous to the neoliberal and capitalist world, and that’s 
explains where we are today. 
 
That was just a pretext the subject of the provisions referring to Social 
Security, is credited by the fact that the rule set, was without effect 
almost immediately. However, "the protest" certainly followed with 
another demand: that Ortega leave and that the government 
change. A "maximalist" demand that lacked totally economic, political 
or social basis. 
 
The proposed reforms to Social Security were the trigger for the private 
sector and student protests on April 18. The business lobby called for 
the protests when Ortega proposed increasing employer contributions 
by 3.5 percent to pension and health funds, while only slightly 
increasing worker contributions by 0.75 percent and shifting 5 percent 
of pensioners’ cash transfer into their health care fund. The reform also 
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ended a loophole which allowed high-income individuals to claim a 
low income in order to access health benefits. 
 
This was a counterproposal to the IMF proposal to raise the retirement 
age and more than double the number of weeks that workers would 
need to pay into the pension fund in order to access benefits. The fact 
the government felt strong enough to deny the IMF and business 
lobby’s austerity demands was a sign that the bargaining strength of 
private capital has declined, as Nicaragua’s impressive economic 
growth, a 38 percent increase in GDP from 2006-17, has been led by 
small-scale producers and public spending.  
 
However, the pro-coup opposition used manipulative Facebook 
messages presenting the reform as an austerity measure, plus fake 
news of a student death on April 18th, to generate protests across the 
country on April 19th. Immediately, the regime change machine 
lurched into motion. 

El primer día claramente hubo un exceso de fuerza por la policía, en 
el Camino de Oriente. Claramente. No hay duda de eso. Pero el 
primer día también se asomó la cabeza del golpismo, de la mentira, 
de fomentar el odio, de culpar al gobierno e infundir temor. Había una 
noticia falsa de que había un estudiante muerto, para agitar a los 
estudiantes, y funcionó: los estudiantes universitarios masivamente se 
plegaron a apoyar al movimiento por esa noticia falsa.  

El segundo día sí se produjeron muertos, ahí por la UPOLI: dos 
manifestantes y un policía. Y ahí empezó una espiral. El presidente 
rescinde la reforma al seguro social y no pasa nada, siguió creciendo 
la violencia. 

That has been maintained for more than 60 days in Masaya, Estelí, 
León, Matagalpa and Managua. As a result of them, hundreds  of  
people have ceased to exist, and there have been enormous material 
damages to public and private property. Actions of clear cut violent 
have happened in different cities of the country. Mutatis Mutandis, the 
"guarimbas" of the llanero country changed the scene and "moved" to 
the Nicaraguan farms, imported “maras salvatruchas” have apperead 
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in the Homeland of Dario y Sandino, carrying out attacks of different 
sign, blocking roads and having mortars, and other weapons of war.  
 
The narrative of nonviolent protesters versus anti-riot squads and pro-
government paramilitaries has not been questioned by international 
media, but what is happening in Nicaragua is an attempt of coup, that 
is failing, because the people of Nicaragua  have rallied for peace (as 
this massive march for peace held Saturday, July 7, showed) and the 
truth is coming out (e.g., theweapons cache discovered in a Catholic 
Church on Tuesday, July 9).  
 
Western corporate media are getting their information from media 
outlets, such from La Prensa, and the same oligarchical Chamorro 
family’s Confidencial, that are the most active elements of the pro-
coup media. Repeating and amplifying their narrative delegitimizes 
the Sandinista government and presents unconditional surrender by 
Daniel Ortega as the only acceptable option.  
 
These pundits provide cover for nefarious internal and external interests 
who have set their sights on controlling Central America’s poorest and 
yet resource-rich country. 
 
The traditional landed oligarchy of Nicaragua, politically led by the 
Chamorro family, publishes constant ultimatums to the government 
through its media outlets and finances the roadblocks that have 
paralyzed the country for the last eight weeks. 
 
The Catholic Church, long allied with the oligarchs, has put its full 
weight behind creating and sustaining anti-government actions, 
including its universities, high schools, churches, bank accounts, 
vehicles, tweets, Sunday sermons and a one-sided effort to mediate 
the National Dialogue. Bishops have made death threats against the 
President and his family, and a priest has been filmed supervising the 
torture of Sandinistas. 
 
The coup attempt brought the class divisions in Nicaragua into the 
open. Piero Coen, the richest man in Nicaragua, owner of all national 
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Western Union operations and an agrochemical company, personally 
arrived on the first day of protests at the Polytechnical University in 
Managua, to encourage students to keep protesting, promising his 
continued support. 
 
The National Dialogue shows the class interests in conflict. The 
opposition’s Civic Alliance for Justice and Democracy has as its key 
figures: José Adan Aguirre, leader of the private business lobby; Maria 
Nelly Rivas, director of Cargill in Nicaragua and head of the 
USNicaragua Chamber of Commerce; the private university students 
of the April 19th Movement; Michael Healy, manager of a Colombian 
sugar corporation and head of the agribusiness lobby; Juan Sebastian 
Chamorro, who represents the oligarchy dressed as civil society; Carlos 
Tunnermann, 85-year-old ex-Sandinista minister and ex-chancellor of 
the National University; Azalea Solis, head of a US government-funded 
feminist organization; and Medardo Mairena, a “peasant leader” 
funded by the US government, who lived 17 years in Costa Rica before 
being deported in 2017 for human trafficking. Tunnermann, Solis and 
the April 19th students are all associated with the Movement for 
Renovation of Sandinismo (MRS), a tiny Sandinista offshoot party that 
nonetheless merits special attention. 
 
It is a farce to claim that workers and peasants are behind the unrest. 
La Vía Campesina, the National Union of Farmers and Ranchers, the 
Association of Rural Workers (ATC), the National Workers’ Front (FNT), 
UNAG, the indigenous Mayangna Nation and other movements and 
organizations have been unequivocal in their demands for an end to 
the violence and their support for the Ortega government.  This unrest 
is a full-scale regime change operation carried out by media oligarchs, 
a network of NGOs funded by the U.S. government, armed elements 
of elite landholding families and the Catholic Church, and has opened 
the window for drug cartels and organized crime to gain a foothold in 
Nicaragua 
 

I. MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT 
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In response to the situation, in an act of firm conviction and democratic 
spirit, the Nicaraguan government has taken steps in an effort to end 
this bleak scenario that seriously affects its people and institutions. 
 
Among these efforts are the following: 
 

1. The government, led by President Daniel Ortega, withdrew the 
reforms to the social security law. 
 

2. In an effort to restore peace and stability to the country, the 
president convened a national dialogue, mediated by the 
Catholic Church, involving all sectors of society – students, civil 
society, the private sector and the trade unions. The Nicaraguan 
government’s stance in the dialogue is to ‘Advocate for non-
violence wherever it comes from and guarantee the right of all 
people to work.’   
 

3. A National Dialogue Board was installed, in line with what was 
requested by Cardinal Leopoldo Brenes, archbishop of Managua 
and with the endorsements of Pope Francis. 

• The National Dialogue Board is constituted by students, civil 
society, workers and entrepreneurs. Its objectives are to find 
truth and justice in all reported cases and to set the agenda 
requested by the opposition towards institutional reforms 
and the electoral system. 

 
4. A broad-based Truth and Justice Commission has been 

established and ratified by the National Assembly, whose brief is 
to exhaustively investigate all the cases of violence and produce 
reports to administer appropriate justice. 

 
5. The government authorized the visit of the IACHR (Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights) and a delegation from the 
Organization of America States (OAS), with the objective of 
seeking a solution to the conflict.  

• The report of the IACHR, in relation to the acts of violence 
and resulting deaths, contains evidence of human rights 
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violations. In this report of May 21, 78 people were reported 
dead, 868 injured and 438 people detained (of which only 
2 people remained in preventive detention for the 
investigation of the murder of a journalist). Among the dead, 
the count comprised of national police, government 
employees (who went to the defense of public institutions), 
students, business owners, journalists, citizens who did not 
participate in the protests and looters. 

• The government agreed to all 16 items of recommendations 
included in the report.  

 
II. COMMITMENTS FROM THE GOVERNMENT TOWARDS PEACE 

 
1. On 30th of May, the government signed an agreement with the 

General Secretariat of the OAS and the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to support the investigation 
of the acts of violence that have occurred since 18th April. 
 

2. The Nicaraguan government has agreed to comply with the 
recommendations of the IACHR report, in accordance with the 
democratic spirit that governs us, including the creation of a task 
force, an interdisciplinary group of independent experts to help 
investigate recent violence in Nicaragua. 
 

3. The Nicaraguan government continues working with OAS for the 
strengthening of democratic institutions, including electoral 
reforms, and a chronogram for its implementation is already in 
place. 
 

4. The Nicaraguan government has called for an urgent resumption 
of the Dialogue Board to work on the issues of truth and justice 
and on the improvement of our democracy and institutional 
reform. 
 

5. The Nicaraguan government has called on the Church to 
continue acting as mediator and to continue with the mandate 
to act as bridge and arbiter in this crisis. 
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Drowned out by the chorus repeating the manufactured media 
package are all this effort, and the establishment of a Truth Commission 
to investigate the violence that unfolded during April 18-22. In addition 
to the Truth Commission, Nicaragua’s Public Prosecutor’s Office has 
launched an investigation into the protests and deaths. Which is to say, 
domestic processes have been established to provide for investigation 
and prosecution, that alongside the process of National Dialogue, offer 
a real chance of justice for those killed, a real understanding of what 
happened, and the possibility of constructing a path forward.  We just 
need to let it happen 
 
The government invited the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR) of the OAS, a Washington-based entity notoriously 
unfriendly to leftist governments, to investigate the violent events of 
April and determine whether repression had occurred. The night of a 
controversial skirmish in the highway outside the Agrarian University in 
Managua ended a negotiated 48-hour truce, IACHR Director Paulo 
Abrao visited the site to declare his support for the opposition. The 
IACHR ignored the opposition’s widespread violence and only 
reported on the defensive violence of the government.  
 
CURRENT SITUATION 
 
The National Dialogue was suspended by the Episcopal Church after 
four unproductive sessions in agreements for the solution of the 
situation, such as finding truth and justice in the facts of human rights 
violations and deaths, as well as advancing in the reforms to the 
democratic systems and institutions.  
 
Despite the efforts and call to stop the violence, attacks against public 
institutions and other private initiatives such as banks and radio stations 
(including those close to the government and the Sandinista FSLN 
party), intimidation and extortion carried out by sections of opposition 
and criminal gangs persist.   

Violent protests by armed demonstrators have continued, as have 
road blocks and sabotage, which is severely affecting the whole 
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economy. Intimidation and extortion carried out by sections of 
opposition and criminal gangs have caused fear and tension among 
the population.  

The road blocks in particular are causing immense hardship to the 
population, creating food shortages and limiting free movement, 
which means that people are unable to go to work and many are 
losing their jobs. Community members attempting to dismantle road 
blocks have been violently attacked by protesters, who continue to 
burn and destroy public buildings and personal property. 

Many universities and urban centres that surround them are in the 
hands of protesters, supported in some cases by well-known local gang 
members.  Nearby residents have reported feeling at risk as they are 
subjected to violence and armed confrontations, frequently at night 
during intentional energy cuts which generate terror in the population. 
 
The consequences that these situations have had on the economy are 
tremendous. To highlight a few, the Central Bank’s latest calculations 
indicate: 
 

1. An increase in the unemployment rate from 3.7 to 4.2 percent.  
2. Inflation is already having an effect on the main food items. 

Estimated increase in inflation of 5.5. to 6.5 percent, likely ending 
with inflation of 7.0 and 8.0 percent. 

3. 58 thousand fewer jobs, 260 million dollars of less income, higher 
inflation, consequently greater poverty.  

 
Early in July, the opposition reneged on an agreement to dismantle the 
roadblocks their armed supporters have used since late April to try to 
destroy the country's economy and intimidate the general population. 
On July 9, the government declared it would no longer permit the 
opposition to abuse the population's basic rights to peace and 
security, stating:  
 
"Faced with the daily suffering imposed on Nicaragua's families, who 
since April 18 have suffered violence from terrorists who have 
murdered, tortured and kidnapped hundreds of citizens, the same 
terrorists that have burned and destroyed hundreds of families' homes, 
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public buildings, small- and medium-sized businesses, such that the 
state is bound to act in accordance with the law to guarantee the right 
of its citizens to live in peace, with security and respect for the human 
rights enshrined in our political constitution, in the charters of 
international organizations and in human rights conventions." 
 
Opposition Violence 
Subsequently, Nicaragua's national police have worked with local 
communities around the country to clear the opposition roadblocks. In 
Jinotepe, they set free hundreds of trucks and their drivers held hostage 
by opposition gangs for over a month. In many places, it has been 
possible to negotiate agreements to remove the roadblocks 
peacefully. Elsewhere, the process has involved confrontation and 
casualties provoked by very well-armed activists and associated paid 
criminals resisting the authorities' efforts to restore freedom of 
movement. On July 13 in Managua, two opposition activists were killed 
during the clearance of blockades in and around the National 
Autonomous University. 

Elsewhere, on July 12, opposition activists from roadblocks operated by 
Francisca Ramirez and Medardo Mairena's anti-Canal movement 
infiltrated an opposition peace march in the town of Morrito, on the 
eastern shore of Lake Nicaragua, on the highway to the Rio San Juan. 
They attacked a police post and the local municipal office, murdering 
four police officers and a primary school teacher, wounding four 
municipal workers and kidnapping nine police officers. Subsequently, 
that evening the police officers were set free, six of them with injuries. 

Tortured & Murdered 
In Masaya, opposition activists tortured, murdered and burned police 
officer Gabriel Vado Ruiz and would have done the same to another 
police officer, Rodrigo Barrios Flores, had he not escaped from his 
captors after enduring two days of torture and abuse.  
 
Although the extreme violence of the armed opposition activists has 
been responsible directly and indirectly for almost all the loss of life and 
injuries during the crisis, international news media and human rights 
organizations continue to falsely blame the government for virtually all 
the deaths and people injured. Amnesty International and fellow coup 
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apologists and SOS Nicaragua, along with their allies in corporate 
media such as the Guardian, Telegraph, Washington Post, New York 
Times, Al Jazeera, CNN,  BBC, all cover up very serious human rights 
violations by the opposition activists during the failed attempted coup 
against Nicaragua's legitimate government. However, abundant 
audiovisual and photographic material exists providing irrefutable 
evidence of systematic human rights violations practiced by 
Nicaragua's political opposition.  
 

From the the start, on April 18, the armed opposition offensive has 
manipulated legitimate peaceful protest so as to give cover to a very 
deliberate campaign of violence and deceit, promoting a climate of 
fear and casting blame on the government so as to create a psychosis 
of hatred, polarizing Nicaraguan society. The campaign's objective is 
to make impossible a negotiated solution to the crisis provoked by the 
political opposition.  

Misrepresenting & Exaggerating 
The political opposition have used social media to misrepresent and 
exaggerate events, create incidents that never happened and 
obliterate their own criminal terrorist attacks. For example, the crisis in 
Nicaragua began with a fake 'student massacre' that never took 
place. Now Nicaragua's opposition have faked attacks on a church in 
Managua, exaggerated casualties during the clearance of opposition 
thugs from the national university and covered up their own deliberate 
murders of police in Morrito and Masaya, as well as their gratuitous 
attacks on peaceful Sandinista demonstrators. In the national 
university, the opposition gangs also set fire to a classroom module and 
destroyed a preschool facility on the university campus. 

Right from the start of the crisis, the opposition have expertly staged 
phony scenes of students taking cover from gunfire and used those 
images to justify their own savage attacks, like those in which they 
burned down pro-government Nuevo Radio Ya and CARUNA, the rural 
cooperatives' savings and loan institution. Photographs show 
opposition journalists and photographers filming opposition activists 
pretending to be attacked, but despite the obvious fakery, those false 
stories get published uncritically in international corporate and 
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alternative media. Nicaragua provides a textbook case study bearing 
out the work of analysts such as Cuba's Randy Falcon, who has 
emphasized how new technologies exponentially multiply the digital 
reproduction of longstanding conventional propaganda motifs. 
 
Propaganda Ploys 
In Nicaragua, the government has in several cases negotiated 
agreements to clear armed opposition roadblocks, only to find that the 
opposition refuse to honor the agreements. The extremist political 
opposition are desperate to keep up their violence so as to sabotage 
efforts at National Dialogue and project the false image of a repressive 
government without popular support. Large demonstrations across the 
country supporting the government's efforts for peace show exactly 
the reverse is true. Majority national opinion in Nicaragua is well aware 
of the opposition's propaganda ploys and false claims. 

Within Nicaragua, the opposition hardly bother to conceal their 
invention and artifice because their false political theatre is staged 
almost entirely to impress overseas opinion. Their sinister cynical theatre 
aims to set the scene for the Organization of American States to 
change its previously moderate position on Nicaragua and give the 
U.S. government an institutional pretext on which to intensify sanctions 
against Nicaragua's government and its people. Even so, despite 
probable opposition attempts to sabotage it, July 19 will be a massive 
celebration of the coup's defeat and a categorical vindication of 
President Daniel Ortega's Sandinista government's efforts for peace in 
Nicaragua. 

U.S. policy remains unchanged, but tactics have moved on. In Latin 
America, first Venezuela and now Nicaragua have been proving grounds 
for a new variation on Pinter’s summary of U.S. intervention. Now it is of 
supreme importance for everyone to see that things do indeed happen, 
happen as they happen and really do matter a great deal. U.S. 
interventionist strategy has evolved now to accuse its victims of their own 
murders. Target governments are accused of destroying their own 
economies, attacking their own health systems and schools and burning 
down their own public offices. It is all savagely witty. 
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In Venezuela, those tactics, have been constant since 2014, but intensified 
even more from April to July 2017, in a campaign of vandalism and terror 
blamed by Western media on the government of President Nicolas 
Maduro. Opposition extremists set fire to over 20 people during that time, 
but the images were projected in Western media to falsely reflect 
government repression rather than the reality of barbaric opposition 
violence. In April 2017, despite having the support, tacit or explicit, of most 
member countries of the Organization of American States, Venezuela 
announced its withdrawal from that body after abuse of the OAS rules by 
Secretary General Luis Almagro. Almagro justified his attacks on 
Venezuela based on grossly biased reports from the Inter American 
Commission for Human Rights. 

Last Friday, the OAS Permanent Council received an equally absurdly 
biased IACHR report on Nicaragua. The report consisted entirely of 
recycled false opposition propaganda, completely omitting the 
Nicaraguan government’s account of events. For the IACHR, the deaths of 
nine police officers and the wounding of over 200 more somehow 
resulted from police repression of peaceful protests. 

Reporting on abuses by non-existent government paramilitaries and 
phantom “para-police”, the report completely omitted wholesale 
destruction by opposition paramilitaries and allied delinquents of public 
and private property, including ambulances and health infrastructure. 
The resolution approving the IACHR report was supported by the U.S. and 
its closest allies, just a third of the OAS member States. 

Many still wonder if the United States is involved in the student protests 
of the past month in Nicaragua which attempt to destabilize the 
country, and many in the international stage, perhaps in good faith, 
are reluctant to face the events in Nicaragua and even join the 
proclamations of the opposition showing their democratic vocation 
 
Recently, over 50 grants totalling various millions of dollars were given 
to organisations in Nicaragua by the US National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED) as part of a US government-funded campaign to 
provide a co-ordinated strategy and media voice for opposition 
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groups in Nicaragua.  The (NED), since the 1990s has been dedicated 
to doing the work that the CIA used to do in secret, by supporting “civil 
society” and “pro-democracy” groups, the focus is specifically to build 
co-ordinated opposition to the government.   

Since 2015, USAID, NDI and NED expanded its support to Nicaragua, 
especially for leadership courses and money for young people in 
universities, NGO’s and political parties, Organizations that work with 
feminist movement and women, human rights and the environment 
have been prioritized and through extensive activities thousands of 
Nicaraguan activists have been trained to "change society", to 
destabilize the democratically elected Sandinista government 
 
The so called “student protest” in Nicaragua are described in the 
Western media as legitimate protests by young Nicaraguans who have 
spontaneously united to fight the supposed dictatorship. Surely there 
are many young people who have joined the fight with these ideas. 
Surely many people here and across Europe like that idea and have 
joined and support that struggle. But there is much that indicates that 
these are not just spontaneous protests. There are many indications 
that US organizations waited for the right moment to create chaos and 
exacerbate the contradictions to destabilize the democratically 
elected government of Nicaragua. 
 
As Tom Ricker reported early in this political crisis, several years ago the 
U.S. government decided that rather than finance opposition political 
parties, which have lost enormous legitimacy in Nicaragua, it would 
finance the NGO civil society sector. National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED) gave more than $700,000 to build the opposition to 
the government in 2017, and has granted more than $4.4 million since 
2014. The overarching purpose of this funding was to “provide a 
coordinated strategy and media voice for opposition groups in 
Nicaragua.” Ricker continues: “The result of this consistent building and 
funding of opposition resources has been to create an echo chamber 
that is amplified by commentators in the international media – most of 
whom have no presence in Nicaragua and rely on these secondary 
sources.” 
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NED founding father, Allen Weinstein, described NED as the overt CIA, 
saying, “A lot of what we do today was done covertly 25 years ago by 
the CIA.” In Nicaragua, rather than the traditional right-wing, NED funds 
the MRS-affiliated organizations which pose left sounding critiques of 
the Sandinista government.  
 
The pro-coup activists use Sandinista slogans, songs, and symbols even 
as they burn historic monuments, paint over the red-and-black markers 
of fallen martyrs, and physically attack members of the Sandinista 
party. 
 
Who are the pro-coup opposition groups 
 
Of the opposition groups in the National Dialogue, the feminist 
organization of Azalea Solis and the peasant organization of Medardo 
Mairena are financed through NED grants, while the April 19 students 
stay in hotels and make trips paid for by Freedom House, another 
regime change organ funded by NED and USAID. NED also finances 
Confidencial, the Chamorro media organization. Grants from NED 
finance the Institute of Strategic Studies and Public Policy (IEEPP), 
whose Executive Director, Felix Maradiaga, is another MRS cadre very 
close to the US Embassy. I 
 
Maradiaga grew up in the United States and became a fellow of the 
Aspen Leadership Institute, before studying public policy at Harvard. 
He was a secretary in the Ministry of Defense for the last liberal 
president, Enrique Bolaños. He is a Young Global Leader at the World 
Economic Forum and in 2015, the Chicago Council on Global Affairs 
gave him the Gus Hart Fellowship, past recipients of which include 
Cuban dissident Yoani Sánchez and Henrique Capriles Radonski, the 
Venezuelan opposition leader who attacked the Cuban embassy 
during the coup attempt of 2002. 
 
Remarkably, Maradiaga is not the only leader of the coup attempt 
who is part of the Aspen World Leadership Network. Maria Nelly Rivas, 
director in Nicaragua of US corporate giant Cargill, is one of the main 
spokespersons for the opposition Civic Alliance. Rivas, who currently 
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also heads the US-Nicaragua Chamber of Commerce, is being 
groomed as a possible presidential candidate in the next elections. 
Beneath these U.S.-groomed leaders, there is a network of over 2,000 
young people who have received training with NED funds on topics 
such as social media skills for democracy defense.  
 
For example, One of the three leaders of the student’s movement, 
touring Europe, is Jessica Cisneros, is a member of the Movimiento 
Civico de Juventudes (MCJ), organization  financed, created by the 
National Democratic Institute, whose president is Madeleine Albright, 
former U.S. secretary of state; You remember Albright, right? She’s the 
former US Secretary of State that said that 500,000 Iraqi Children dying 
as a result of US sanctions against Saddam Hussein was "worth it". 
 
According to the NDI’s website, the organization “has partnered with 
Nicaraguan universities and civic organizations to conduct a youth 
leadership program, which has helped to prepare over 2,000 current 
and future young leaders from across the country” in order to improve 
the “country’s democratic development”. Excerpt from the NDI 
website: "The Civic Youth Movement (MCJ) has been part of an NDI 
project that began in 2015 with the aim of expanding youth leadership 
and political commitment by providing hands-on training in 
organizational techniques. Several of the group members are 
graduates of the Leadership and Political Conduct Certification 
(CLPM) program that the NDI has supported in conjunction with 
Nicaraguan universities and civil society organizations." 
 
Joining Cisneros on tour in Europe is Yerling Aguilera. At the time of 
writing this article Aguilera’s LinkedIn profile has her listed as a former 
employee and consultant for Instituto de Estudios Estratégicos y 
Políticas Públicas (IEEPP) in Nicaragua. IEEPP has received extensive 
funding from the National Endowment for Democracy. 
 
Another group of leaders of students went this past week to 
Washington to beg President Trump and US Congress to intervene and 
take actions and impose sanctions against Nicaraguan Government; 
they met with Michael Kozak, the State Department’s Bureau of 
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Democracy Human Rights, and Labor and USAID administrator Mark 
Green. 
 
Meanwhile, the April 19th Movement, made up of current or former 
university students in favor of regime change, sent a delegation to 
Washington and managed to alienate much of Nicaraguan society by 
grinning into the camera with far-right interventionist members of the 
U.S. Congress, including Rep. Ileana Ros Lehtinen, Sen. Marco Rubio 
and Sen. Ted Cruz. M19 leaders also cheered Vice President  Mike 
Pence’s bellicose warnings that Nicaragua is on the short list of 
countries that will soon know the Trump Administration’s meaning of 
freedom, and met with the ARENA party of El Salvador, known for its 
links to the death squads that murdered liberation theologist 
Archbishop Oscar Romero.  
 
Within Nicaragua, the critical mass of students stopped demonstrating 
weeks ago, the large civic protests of April and May have dwindled, 
and the same-old familiar faces of Nicaraguan right-wing politics are 
left holding the bill for massive material damage and loss of life. 
 
The role of the international media supporting the coup 
  
On the other hand, the world’s major media outlets have spoken, and 
the verdict is in: Daniel Ortega is on his way out. After his dictatorial rule 
has met with mass popular resistance, a resistance Ortega’s 
government responded to with unprecedented force. Ortega is 
isolated and clueless, and “the people” have had enough.  No need 
to look further.  
 
The New York Times, The Guardian, The Economist, Financial Times, The 
New Yorker and others, have lent their editorial pages to “investigative” 
reporters, who have accepted and reproduced a consensus analysis 
concerning the political conflict in Nicaragua. 
 
But this story is not true, or at best, partially and selectively told. The 
framing of the protests we read in the international media emerges 
from a concerted effort within Nicaragua to coordinate messaging 
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and tactics among opposition groups, an undertaking funded in part 
by the United States’ National Endowment for Democracy.  
 
It would be a gross oversimplification to argue that the protests 
themselves were simply manufactured by the United States. The 
Sandinista Government is far from perfect and some of the grievances 
might be real. But the understanding of events has been distorted by 
the opposition filter that dominates the international media, to 
manufacture dissent. 
 
Midway through Jon Lee Anderson’s April 2018 piece for The New 
Yorker he claims: Arguably the only other [in addition to La Prensa, 
independent Nicaraguan media outlet of note is Confidencial, an 
online publication whose small team of reporters has taken on the 
Ortega government with uncommon valor.  
 
But Confidencial is not really an “independent” media outlet. 
Confidencial’s framework of taking on Ortega with “uncommon valor” 
is funded, at least in part, by the National Endowment for Democracy. 
to “foster independent digital media in Nicaragua”, to strengthen the 
organizational capacity of the digital newspaper, to conduct 
investigative reports on issues affecting Nicaraguan democracy, and 
to establish working relations with leading civil society organizations in 
order to provide a media platform for coordinated action. 
 
Though the language is of support for “civil society” and “pro-
democracy” groups, the focus on funding is specifically to build 
coordinated opposition to the government.  Here some examples from 
the NED database: 
 
Hagamos Democracia, to expand reporting on activities in the 
National Assembly and “develop a joint civil society strategy.” 
 
The Fundación Iberoamericana de las Culturas, to build a network of 
local chapters throughout Nicaragua, and “increase the number of 
alliances with likeminded civil society organizations.“ 
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The Centro de Investigaciones de la Comunicación (CINCO), to “foster 
collaboration among civil society organizations. A common civil 
society strategy to defend democracy in Nicaragua will be 
promoted.“ [emphasis added]  
 
But it is perhaps on the pages of the Confidencial, the “independent” 
news source celebrated by Anderson, that one can best appreciate 
the impact of coordinated opposition messaging. Concerning the 
protests, they this reported, students protested, and the state and 
“paramilitaries” repressed them. Period. They and international media 
has reported No burning of public buildings, no murder of police 
officers, no torching police motorcycles, public transport and 
ambulances. 
 
A “common civil society strategy” must omit facts that do not fit with 
the prevailing storyline advanced by the Centro de Investigaciones de 
Comunicación and others who participate in the network of media 
outlets and opposition groups funded by the NED. 
 
Do not be foolish.  Nicaraguan Trade Union, are not.  They haven’t joint 
the “civil society” they stand with the workers who need their jobs, they 
have called for peace, stability and reconciliation.  Like them, you  
must look outside the echo chamber generated by U.S.-funded 
opposition, which has no other agenda than the collapse of the 
Sandinista government.  
 
 A reassertion of the Monroe Doctrine:  Why Nicaragua? 
 
The consequences of the deepening conflict entail a serious social and 
economic devastation. We face serious consequences, including loss 
of human lives, increased poverty, instability, insecurity and the survival 
of the State of Nicaragua is at risk. 
 
National coexistence and the future of the nation are in danger; the 
solution to the conflict requires a commitment in good faith.  
Nicaragua has gone through other very difficult political and social 
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crises in the past; however, through dialogue and compromise, 
eventually a peaceful solution has been achieved.  
 
Believing that the United States is not involved in the riots in Nicaragua 
is naïve. The US has now ominously threatened to take action against 
Nicaragua “if the Ortega regime fails to co-operate.” The US seems 
intent on propagating and funding regime change in yet another 
sovereign country in the region. 
 
What we are witnessing is a reassertion of the Monroe Doctrine 
adopted by the US in 1832, assertion by the US of its intention to control 
the destiny of the whole of Latin America.  Maintaining active solidarity 
with the peoples of Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua remains as vital 
as ever. In all cases we must support the sovereignty of the people and 
defend their rights to organise their societies as they choose free from 
external threat and interventions. 
 
Why Nicaragua? 
Ortega won his third term in 2016 with 72.4 percent of the vote with 66 
percent turnout, very high compared to U.S. elections. Not only has 
Nicaragua put in place an economy that treats the poor as producers, 
with remarkable results raising their standard of living in 10 years, but it 
also has a government that consistently rejects U.S. imperialism, allying 
with Cuba, Venezuela, and Palestine, and voices support for Puerto 
Rican independence and a peaceful solution to Korean crisis. 
Nicaragua is a member of member of Bolivarian Alliance of the 
Americas and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean 
States, a Latin American alternative to the OAS, neither include the US 
or Canada 
 
I don’t think they forget that Nicaragua has been the only country to 
defeat military and legally the US:  In 1927 when Sandino defeated the 
US Intervention and when Nicaragua won the case at the International 
Court of Justice.. 
 
For all of these reasons, the US wants to install a U.S.-friendly Nicaraguan 
government.  
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More important is the example Nicaragua has set for a successful social 
and economic model outside the U.S. sphere of domination. 
Generating over 75 percent of its energy from renewable sources, 
Nicaragua was the only country with the moral authority to oppose the 
Paris Climate Agreement as being too weak (it later joined the treaty 
one day after Trump pulled the U.S. out, stating “we opposed the Paris 
agreement out of responsibility, the U.S. opposes it out of 
irresponsibility”). 
 
Even Honduras, the eternal bastion of US power in Central America, 
showed signs of a leftward shift until the U.S.-supported military coup in 
2009. Since then, there has been massive repression of social activists, 
a clearly stolen 2017 election, and Honduras has permitted the 
expansion of US military bases near the Nicaraguan border. 
 
In 2017, the US House of Representatives unanimously passed the 
Nicaraguan Investment Conditionality Act (NICA Act), which if passed 
by the Senate will force the US government to veto loans from 
international institutions to the Nicaraguan government. This U.S. 
imperialism will cripple Nicaragua’s ability to build roads, update 
hospitals, construct renewable energy plants, and transition from 
extensive livestock raising to integrated animal-forestry systems, among 
other consequences. It may also signify the end of many popular social 
programs, such as subsidized electricity, stable bus fares, and free 
medical treatment of chronic diseases. 
 
The US Executive Branch has used the Global Magnitsky Act to target 
the finances of leaders of the Electoral Supreme Court, the National 
Police, the city government of Managua and the ALBA corporation in 
Nicaragua. Police officers and public health bureaucrats have been 
told their US visas have been revoked. The point, of course, is not 
whether these officials have or have not committed acts that merit 
their reprimand in Nicaragua, but whether the US government should 
have the jurisdiction to intimidate and corner public officials of 
Nicaragua. 
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While the sadistic violence continues, the strategy of the coup-
mongers to force out the government has failed. The resolution of the 
political crisis will come through elections, and the FSLN is likely to win 
those elections, barring a dramatic and unlikely new offensive by the 
right-wing opposition. 
 
If the idea of Washington supporting progressive anti-government 
forces in Latin America confuses you, then you’re failing to grasp the 
nature of US interference. During the Cold War, for example, the US 
supported both the Mujahideen in Afghanistan as well as eastern 
European trade unionists against the Soviet Union. Indeed, throughout 
the Syrian conflict, Washington has been arming leftist groups 
alongside jihadist organizations. It goes without saying that, despite US 
politicians getting all dewy-eyed over “freedom fighters,” the likes of 
Jihadists or even trade unionists are not welcome in US society. 
Certainly not if they receive foreign funding to carry out anti-
government activities. 
 
Nicaraguans struggled against Washington’s subjugation of the 
country for most of the 20th century. Revolutionary Augusto C. Sandino, 
whose name Ortega’s Sandinistas incorporated, led an iconic guerrilla 
war against US military occupation of the country between 1927-1933.  

 
An Upside-Down Class War 
 
It is important to understand the nature of U.S. and oligarch coups in 
this era and the role of media and NGO deception because it is 
repeated in multiple Latin American and other countries. We can 
expect a similar attack on recently elected Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador in Mexico if he seeks the changes he has promised. 
 
The US has sought to dominate Nicaragua since the mid-1800s. The 
wealthy in Nicaragua have sought the return of US-allied governance 
since the Sandinistas rose to power.  
 
This failing coup does not mean the end of their efforts or the end of 
corporate media misinformation.  
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Knowing what is really occurring and sharing that information is the 
antidote to defeating them in Nicaragua and around the world. 
 
Nicaragua is a class war turned upside down. The government has 
raised the living standards of the impoverished majority through wealth 
redistribution.  
 
Oligarchs and the United States, unable to install neoliberalism through 
elections, created a political crisis, highlighted by false media 
coverage to force Ortega to resign. The coup is failing, the truth is 
coming out, and should not be forgotten. Justice has to be served for 
all the crimes committed, so Peace can prevail. 
 
With the David and Goliath-style struggle for freedom and dignity our 
Nicaragua has waged over the years, the tens of thousands of 
Nicaraguans turning out into the streets for pro-government rallies 
undoubtedly want to preserve the security and relative prosperity they 
have known in recent years. Handing the keys of their country back 
over to Washington negates both of those things.  That will not happen. 
 


